
Minutes of Halifax County Branch RTO Formation Meeting
April 17, 2008

Dartmouth Teachers’ Centre

1. Greetings and introductions of organizing committee:

· Registration – Joan McMullin

· Meeting chair – Colin Campbell

· Recording Secretary – Nancy Barkhouse

· Elections – Colleen Putt

· Jean Densley

Welcome to Shirley Marchand, rep for Halifax, Dartmouth and Halifax County branches at the provincial RTO

Regrets Tom Gaskell, acting president  of RTO

Thanks

· Cynthia Gass and Claire Morash of DTC for the use of their facilities and for providing tea and coffee

· Paul Sarty of Johnson’s Insurance for his presentation on insurance benefits and for sponsoring the refreshments

2. Purpose of the meeting – to form a Halifax County Branch of RTO which will

· Improve communication to retirees from the RTO

· Provide retirees from Halifax County with a “place of their own” within the RTO

· Get County retirees more involved in the RTO

· Improve access to important information (Pensions, insurance benefits, discounts)

· Increase ability to refer concerns of retirees to RTO

· Provide opportunities to socialize with former colleagues and make new friends

· Suggestions encouraged (stickies on “parking lot” charts throughout this meeting)

   Background

· Halifax and Dartmouth branches exist but are increasing in size

· After discussion by RTO branch presidents about the need for a Halifax County Branch Provincial Rep Shirley Marchand posted notice in RTO Newsletter for Halifax County Retirees interested in forming a branch to attend an information session at the NSTU on March 4.  Meeting attended by Colin Campbell, Nancy Barkhouse and Jean Densley with regrets from Theresa Zukauskas, Colleen Putt and Joan McMullin.  Shirley explained procedures to follow to establish a branch. (Advertise a general meeting and elect an executive.)
· An organization meeting was held at the Halifax County Union office on March 13 to plan formation meeting.  In attendance were Nancy, Jean, Colin, Joan and Colleen.  At this time dates, location and offices were discussed with arrangements finalized by email.

· April 7 Colin met with the provincial RTO Membership Committee to verify procedures and expectations.
· Result – April 17th formation meeting

Next Steps:

· Following election of officers, submit names of executive to RTO with request for ratification as Halifax County Branch

· Need to draft by-laws

· Need to establish committees

· Need to develop branch website and email list.  Explore electronic communications tools available.

· Need to increase Branch membership 

· Need to arrange future meetings and events

· Need to be mindful of geographic challenges

3. Elections

· Colleen distributed descriptions of offices and supervised the election process following tradition union processes

· Officers

	Office
	Name
	Email Address

	President
	Colin Campbell
	colin@lightpainting.ca

	Vice President
	Colleen Putt
	cputt@staff.ednet.ns.ca

	Communications Officer
	Nancy Barkhouse
	nbarkhouse@accesswave.ca

	Secretary
	Diane Anderson
	dmanderson@eastlink.ca

	Treasurer
	Joan McMullin
	joan_bernie@hotmail.com

	Members-at-large
	Jean Densley
Yvonne Cormier
	jeanniebkn@yahoo.ca
whitcor@eastlink.ca


4. New Business
· Sharing interests

· Colin Campbell – Photography exhibition – http://www.lightpainting.com
· Halifax City Craft Show – details to be in next RTO Newsletter

· Little visitors coming?  See Tiny Travellers - http://www.tinytravellers.ca/
· Coming soon – Halifax County branch website

· Retirees welcome to post info on personal businesses, events

· Temporary site - http://users.eastlink.ca/~nbarkhouse/rto/
· Membership indicated interest in a social event before summer
· Shirley Marchand indicated the RTO is working to ensure it maintains active involvement in future pension plan negotiations by NSTU to represent current retirees

· Following the meeting there was a presentation by Paul Sarty of Johnson’s Insurance titled “Nova Scotia Teachers Union Group Insurance Programs – What Happens to My Benefits When I Retire?”

5. Motion to adjourn by Karen Cross


