Halifax County Branch – RTO

President’s Report

10 November 2008

I attended the RTO Presidents’ Meeting  15-16 October 2008 in Stellerton. Highlights:

1. Member-at-Large for the Provincial RTO Executive. One is to be elected this winter/spring from the Halifax Metro area, which includes four branches. Only one nominee can come from each branch. Since the balloting will have to take place at our first luncheon meeting in the new year, the selection of a nominee from our branch, if any, will need to take place at our 04 Dec luncheon. Notice of this nominee selection must go out prior to that date.

2. We have some sympathy cards available, and remittance cards for donations to the Retired Teachers Foundation are on order.

3. Some branches publish a newsletter and I have some recent examples for those interested.

4. The Assessment Committee has a suggestion regarding liability of branches and their officers: Hold meetings at public buildings, or a legion, or a restaurant to avoid having to arrange our own liability insurance.

5. Branches are encouraged to have their own membership committees. Our branch has a long way to go to get up to even an average size.

6. I have invited Phyllis Cote to our December Luncheon.

7. Travel interruption insurance is now available as an optional add-on to Medoc coverage. Contact Johnson Inc for more information.

8. A recent arbitration decision has determined that indexing of our pension plan is a discretionary benefit agreed to by the Union and the government – as opposed to a vested benefit (such as 2% per year of service) which cannot be taken away from current retirees.

9. We have 20 RTO pins for sale at $5 each. Our branch has been invoiced for $100.

10. I agreed to do a presentation on RTO & branch membership at the Pre-Retirement Seminar on 09 Dec.

11. Kyle Buott, Coordinator of the NS Citizens’ Health Care Network, gave a powerful presentation on threats to our public health care system. This is an issue we should all take seriously and I would recommend that our branch invite him to speak at one of our luncheons.

12. The erosion of public health care, as well as the need for a national formulary for prescription drugs, were highlighted in the ACER/CART (Canadian Association of Retired Teachers) report presented by Tom Gaskell.

13. Each branch has been requested to find an advertiser for the RTO newsletter. A full-page add costs $200 and the deadline is 3-4 February.

14. The RTO Travel Plan is off to a slow start. More members need to be signed up.

Respectfully submitted,

Colin Campbell

